


Gainesville, Florida requires all government county buildings be LEED certified.  Additionally, the county 
is providing a fast-track building permit incentive and a 50% reduction in the cost of building permit fees 
for private contractors who use LEED. 

Cincinnati, Ohio passed an ordinance that sets aside funds from the Community Development Block 
Grant to provide financial assistance for builders of new residential or rehabilitated low-income or mixed-
income structures and homes that meet LEED standards.  Funds would be used to offset any increased 
costs from building to LEED standards. 

Pennsylvania legislature amended the Public School Code to provide a financial incentive to public 
school districts that achieve LEED Silver certification. 

Role of the Building Department 

As the primary public interface and enforcement body of the Building, Mechanical, Electrical and 
Plumbing Codes, building departments will play an important role in overseeing any new green or 
sustainable building measures for public and private sector development.  Building departments should 
provide adequate funding for staff training or to obtain services from an outside source on an as-needed 
basis to facilitate expeditious review of qualified projects and to verify compliance with enhanced building 
standards and/or incentive program requirements. 

Benefit

The benefit of voluntary implementation of higher building performance standards will translate into 
tremendous environmental benefits: energy savings, CO2 reduction, drinking water savings, waste/storm 
water reduction, construction waste reduction and more. 


